ome three decades ago, a sylph- 

like creature with blond hair and 

fresh from the UC Journalism 
School, arrived at BART’s ramshackle 
headquarters at 814 Mission Street in 
San Francisco, seeking honest work. 

Kathryn Ellen Springer, who later 

was to rise to dizzying heights within 
the District as Manager of Marketing 
Services, started out a humble tele- 
phone operator. This was in the era of 
rotary phones, mind you, and any 
long-distance charges caused a per- 


Congratulations to Kay 
Springer, the second 

BA R if employee to reach 
30 years of service with 
the District. 


sonal visit to one’s office by the head operator. 

Ms. Springer got off the switchboard as soon as possible, and 
joined the Public Relations Department as a secretary, answering 
the needs of two Public Information Officers. One, whose typing 
skills far surpassed those of Ms. Springer, clean-typed press 
releases, while Ms. Springer hunted and pecked her way through 
addressing envelopes. The other, given to deep introspection, 


used Ms. Springer to make out his expense reports, which usually 


ran four months in arrears. 

Another exercise popular at BART in the mid-1960s was to 
drag around a full-scale model of the revenue vehicle to ten sum- 
mer venues, ranging from the Pleasanton County Fair to the 
Walnut Festival in Walnut Creek to the Fremont Hub and other 


BART Bowling League 
Initiates Handicap Rules 


he roar of the greasepaint, the smell of the crowd. Is it 
Broadway or Bowling? Find out by coming to a tourna- 
ment hosted by the BART Bowling League. 

Teams now represent the Richmond, Hayward and Concord 
yards, LMA, Treasury, Oakland Shop, BART Police and BART 
Central. Old or young, novice or champion, women and men — 
everyone is welcome to bow] for fun with the BART Bowling 
League. 

“We're looking to form a Station Agent team or one from 
the track crews,” says Andy Williams, tower supervisor at 
Richmond Yard and league organizer. The league recently insti- 
tuted a handicap system to “equalize the scoring,” notes Andy. 
“We take the average of your score for three games and add it 
in for a tournament score,” he explains. It keeps player scores 
closer together and helps decide winners for first and second 
place teams, high game and high series. 

Pay outs have also changed, Andy adds, with $25.00 to high 


see Bowling on page 6 


Kay Springer, 30 Years with BART 


bucolic settings. Ms. Springer was one of the attendants aboard 
the car, learning down-home marketing skills and experiencing 
impromptu events such as a watermelon eat-in in Berkeley, the 
shattering of a $600 mirror in Richmond and the refusal of many 
to leave the car’s air-conditioning interior at its Pleasanton stop. 

As she worked her way up the PR ladder, she helped promote 
a foot-race between members of the Orinda and Piedmont 
Women’s Club through the Berkeley Hills Tunnel, placement of a 
fake Blarney Stone from that same tunnel in the park before the 
Oakland City Hall and subsequently kissed by several members 
of the populace. 

Ms. Springer eventually left such P.T. Barnum excesses, and 
moved into the advertising and marketing end of the operation, 
where she has had a role in virtually every aspect of the selling of 
BART. She has presided in a near-regal fashion over ground- 
breakings and station openings, unveilings and other magical 
acts of corporate puffery, helped in the selection of advertising 
agencies, and handled the production of millions of copies of 
train schedules and map brochures. 

She brooks no interference in achieving her goals. Kathryn 
Ellen Springer truly has left her mark upon the District. 


Note from the Editor: As I sat at my PC trying to put together some 
special words about Kay, I thought to myself who at BART would be the 
best person for this task. Well, I decided it could only be Phil, that is 
Phillip O. Ormsbee. Thanks Phil. D 


25 Years of Service 


Honored for 25 years of service to BART recently were 
(front, left to right) Dave Noecker, Carol Asker, Kathy 
Roth, Daniel Yee, Robert Carney and Larry Loos, 
along with (back, left to right) John Weber and 
Matthew Friedrichsen. © 


Ray Tice Wins Pillsbury Cook-Off 


ttention, all weekend chefs. You know who you are — 

lord of the barbecue on Saturday and maestro over eggs 

benedict on Sunday morning. Trying to make up for 
what you have no time to do during the week. 

Well, move over. Ray Tice has us all beat, and a lesson in 
“desserts for dummies” that even your teenager can duplicate. 

A communications electronics technician, Ray has worked 20 
years at BART in AFC Communications. But his real love is cook- 
ing, and he is a graduate of the Cordon Bleu Culinary Arts 
Academy. He teaches classes at the academy, runs a catering 
business, “Chez Rayz”, and helps fellow BART employees trou- 
ble-shoot their cooking complications. He has worked as a pro- 
fessional saucier chef, responsible for preparing sauces, soups 
and stews, and is an experienced ice carver. 

In July, Ray won First Place in the California competition for 
the Pillsbury Cook-Off, the national cooking contest where 
entrants must use Pillsbury products to create winning desserts. 
Using Pillsbury pie crust, Cool Whip, blueberry Yoplait, frozen 
blueberries and Turinee blueberry syrup, Ray created a blueberry 
pie that won “hands down’ at the statewide competition held at 
the San Mateo Expo Center. He advanced to the nationals in Las 
Vegas, where he won “Honorable Mention” awards for his 
pineapple upside down cake and chocolate mousse cake. He also 
created mouth-watering pazzelles for the judges, filled with 
chocolate ice cream. All of Ray’s desserts at the national competi- 
tion were made with original ingredients. The requirement to use 
Pillsbury products applies to the qualifying competition. 

For the California qualifier, Ray donned his chef’s whites to 


prepare his blueberry pie dessert for 
the judges. Step by step, he showed 
on-lookers the simple stages of pie 
preparation. “It’s a ‘dessert for dum- 
mies’,” says Ray. “It takes only min- 
utes to put everything together, then 
you put the pie in the freezer until 
you're ready to eat it.” 

Ray’s recipe will now be pub- 
lished in various Pillsbury dessert 
books and other publications. 

For the sweet of tooth, here is Ray’s blueberry pie recipe: 

Place one Pillsbury frozen pie crust into a pie dish, and brush 
with egg whites to seal the crust. Bake at 325 degrees until extra 
brown and toasty. “The egg whites help give the crust a nutty 
taste,” says Chef Ray. 

Into a bowl, combine one medium-size Cool Whip, 1 shot of 
Turinee blueberry syrup, one small Yoplait blueberry with fruit 
yogurt, and one package of frozen or fresh blueberries. Mix 
together. Put blueberry mixture into the pie shell, and freeze the 
pie. Seal it in an air-tight bag to keep fresh. 

“You can take it out at the beginning of dinner to thaw, and it 
will be ready at the end of the meal,” notes Ray. The secret to this 
tasty treat? The Turinee syrup, which is a Pillsbury product. “No 
one knows this,” he shares. “The flavored syrup intensifies the 
flavor without leaving an artificial taste.” 

“I enjoy doing cooking” Ray says. “I don’t get burned out, 
and you always please someone.” Bon appetit, Ray. 


BART Employees Remembered 


etired BART accountant Albert Yee passed away 

September 13, 1996 of complications from surgery. “He 

was a very fine person,” recalls Joni Casalina of the 
Controllership office. “He loved to cook and taught many of us 
how to carve ham and turkey.” Albert retired in January 1991 
after almost 24 years of service to BART. A native of Hawaii, 
Albert was laid to rest in his home state. Albert is remembered 
fondly by former Chief Accountant Richard Jenevein, who also 
retired in 1991. “He was well-liked, a great gentleman and pleas- 
ant to work with,” said Dick. “I knew him for a long time,” he 
added. “We had a family-oriented group in Accounting; our kids 
grew up together.” 


o-workers remember Ernest (Ernie) Dugas as a happy 

person, with a wonderful smile and infectious energy. The 

transit vehicle mechanic passed away September 10, 1996 
from cancer. Services were held September 17 at the Evergreen 
Baptist Church in Oakland. “In the years to come, people will 
remember Ernie as a true friend,” says Aminta Thornton, noting 
he had been on the executive council for Local 790, served two 
terms as Sergeant at Arms and was chief steward. “He was 
friendly, respected, sincere, conscientious and trustworthy,” she 
said. “Ernie was just a real, kind human being.” Donations in 
remembrance may be made to the “Ernie Dugas Memorial 
Scholarship Fund” to Local 790, or to the Evergreen Baptist 
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Church, earmarked for the church’s homeless fund, 408 W. 
MacArthur Blvd., Oakland. 

Originally from Orange, Texas, Ernie moved to Oakland in 
1970. He is survived by his parents, Theola and Ernest Dugas Sr.; 
sisters Mary L. Lewis, Clayton; Jean Ponder, Antioch; and 
Barbara A. Osborne of Oakland; brothers Errol W. Dugas of 
Beaumont, Texas and Gerald G. Dugas of Hayward; and uncles 
and aunts, Leonard and Jeanette Sims of Oakland, Eli and Fannie 
M. Mounton of Beaumont, and Bert Dugas of Patterson, 
Louisiana. 


inda Jean Lew, an electronics technician for 10 years, died 

of cancer on Thursday, August 22, 1996 at Kaiser Hospice 

in Hayward. A native San Francisco, she had lived in 
Hayward for 15 years. She is survived by her companion of six 
years, Stephen Garoutte of Castro Valley; daughter Catherine 
Chin Lew and son Wyman Wong Lew, both of Castro Valley; 
mother Choy Mae Mah Wong of San Francisco; sisters Lilli 
Silvera of Lexington, Mass., Lorraine Lee of San Francisco and 
brother Larry Wong of Benicia. No services were held. 


nanks to all BART employees who sent flowers and cards 

to remember Philip Hunt, the father of Emily Ingram, 

Marketing. Services were held August 22 at the New Bethel 
Church in Rodeo. Donations in remembrance may be made to 
the Richmond YMCA, 263 S. 20th St., Richmond. B 


Good Company, Great 
Food and the A’s Won!! 


ART’s second annual Family Tailgate Party was held 
Sunday, September 8 amid gorgeous weather, sumptuous 
BBQ, fun games for the kids and... a winning A’s game!! 

The event, held in the BART parking lot at the Coliseum BART 
Station, drew over 800 BART employees and their families. 
Tailgaters were entertained by D] Ron Moland, a system service 
worker who spinned tunes for the late morning party, along with 
live music from the Eddie Clare Jr. Band. Children played nearby 
on hoop basketball, and took in a dimepitch, bottle ring toss and 
duck pond. Other entertainment included face painting, clowns 
and a ballodn sculpture. 

Winners of a raffle received Oakland A’s items, chances to 
upgrade their seats to the Coliseum’s new Westside Lounge, and 
a Local 790 logo jacket. One of the new electric cars now being 
used in a demonstration commute program was on display. 

The A’s won in overtime against the Kansas City Royals, and it 
was “cap day” for the first 15,000 baseball fans inside the stadium. 
The Family Tailgate Party was presented by the Joint Labor 

Management Committee. b 
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The New Pittsburg / Bay Point Station 


Congratulations were extended recently for 20 years of 
service to BART to (front, left to right) Pauline Vargas, 
Julie Renteria, Marianne McDaniel, Howard P. Jones, 
Pete Avalos, Steve Mullerheim and Barbara Ashley, along 
with (back, left to right) Bernard LaPedis, Arthur Tice, 
Alex Zermeno, William Fleisher, William Middleton, 
Holger T. Berthelsen and Gary Vasconcellas. © 
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Open House is November 23 


ART employees and their families can get a “sneak preview” 
of the new Pittsburg /Bay Point Station at an Open House 
scheduled for Saturday, November 23, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Employees who ride the system to the “old” end of the line, 
North Concord, may complete their trip to Pittsburg/Bay Point on a 
special shuttle train. BART employees can also sight-see between the 
two stations during special train shuttles that will operate through- 
out the day. 

Once inside, employees will be treated to refreshments, including 
hot dogs and ice cream at lunchtime, and tours of the contemporary 
station. The Open House will also feature a raffle and door prizes, 
including Grand Opening and BART logo t-shirts, sweatshirts, hats 
and buttons—and, of course, the commemorative souvenir ticket 
with a design of the new Pittsburg /Bay Point Station. Entertainment 
will include a Classic Car Show, children’s games and musical 
groups. 

The Pittsburg / Bay Point Station continues BART's roll-out of the 
new “CAT” ticket machines, where patrons may purchase tickets 
using credit and ATM cards. The station also complies with require- 
ments of the Americans with Disabilities Act, with wider turnstiles 
at fare gates and textile walkways for those with visual impairments. 

Any BART employee interested in presenting a car for the Classic 
Car Show may call Rolf Sabye, 464-6419. b 


CORRECTION 


In the August-September issue of BARTalk, a story on Rolf 
Sabye being appointed to the Planning Commission for the 
City of San Ramon contained a misspelling of his name. It is 
spelled correctly here. BARTalk regrets the error. b 


15 Years of Service 


Recognized for 15 years of service to BART recently were 
(front, left to right) Jack Yee, David Acosta, Maria White, 
Mark Torres and Robert Smith, along with (back, left to 
right) Dick Chase, Raymond Quan, Garonn England, Bill 
Bone, Jordon Tolchin and Terry Tong. b 
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part of a i 3 w 
continuing | former BART police officer is fulfilling his 
series on family legacy in country music as a drum- 
! 'BART mer at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, 
} Tennessee. 
retirees 


Originally from Virginia, Bill Kistner began 
playing drums at age 10 in his family’s country 
band, “The Kistners.” They played throughout the greater 
Washington, D.C. area for service and military clubs, had an 
album and toured. At age 13, Bill’s family relocated to San Jose, 
California. He continued playing outside of school, and eventual- 
ly joined his sister’s country group, “The Patty Kistner Band.” 

“But then my neighbors were getting real jobs, many of them 
as police officers,” recalls Bill. Concerned about the “insecurity of 
the music world,” Bill got a degree in law enforcement and joined 
the BART Police in 1978. He retired from BART in 1991 after a 
neck injury and heart problems. 

Still young, “I went right back into 
music,” said Bill, now 44, playing with his 
sister’s band. “I decided if I was going to 
do it right, I was going to do it all the 
way.” He moved to Nashville, in early 
1993 and in three months earned his way 
into a regular gig at the Grand Ole Opry. 

“There are so many talented musicians 
in Nashville, you have to start at the bot- 
tom and work your way up,” Bill states. 
He began in a “back alley bar” before get- 
ting a chance to play with one Opry singer, 
Connie Smith, joining her band and tour- 


Country Music is the Life for Bill Kistner 


ing. On referral, he played with other Opry performers and 
became a regular “side musician,” playing at the theater and on 
road tours, including county fairs throughout the South and 
Southeast. Bill has appeared with Vince Gill and Little Jimmy 
Dickens, and on two television specials this year for CBS, “70th 
Anniversary of the Grand Ole Opry” and “A Salute to Minnie 
Pearl.” He makes regular appearances on TNN programs, “Live 
at the Grand Ole Opry” and “Prime Time Live.” 

His schedule now calls for playing five nights a week during 
the summer and into the fall at the Grand Ole Opry, and three 
nights in the winter. “That gives me plenty of time for travel,” 
says Bill, who has been to Europe, the Caribbean, Canada, 
Mexico, Israel and just returned from a vacation in Russia. In 
early October, he visited the Bay Area to see friends and family, 
attending a family reunion at his parents’ home in Valley Springs, 
near Stockton. 

“I’m having a good time and want to 
be happy in life,” Bill relates. “Nashville is 
a happening place, and I’m sure Ill con- 
tinue to play here until I get tired of it, 
which won't be any time soon.” 

After Nashville? “Maybe, I'll go play 
the cruise lines,” he says. “I’ve been invit- 
ed, but it would mean giving up my gig at 
the Opry. Not yet.” 

Any BART employee who would like 
to say “Hi” to Bill is welcome to call him 
at (615) 773-7657. “And come visit me at 
the Grand Ole Opry!” © 


Paul Cooper Writes Book on the Korean War 


ayor Paul Cooper for the City of Pleasant Hill has been 

active in his community for many years and serves as 

chairman for the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District. He retired from BART in 1992 after 25 years of service in 
employee and labor relations, with his last position as Manager of 
Management Systems and Research. 

Between BART and local politics, public service has been a 
large part of Paul Cooper’s life. He has been on the city council 
for 18 years and has watched the city grow and prosper. Paul is 
also a Korean War veteran, having served in the air reserve for 
the U.S. Navy. In recent years, Paul found that not much has been 
heralded in history books on the role of the reserve. He set out to 
do personal research and ended up writing a book that now joins 
the shelves in libraries, classrooms and book stores. 

“In the war's three-year period, 54,000 Americans died,” says 
Paul. “That compares to 58,000 who died over ten years in f 
VietNam. That’s a horrendous casualty rate, and very little has 
been published about the Korean War and those who served our 
country.” 

Paul did find a volume at the Smithsonian Institute on Naval 
aviation, but he believed history “needed to have something 
additional recorded” on the Korean conflict. 

One year after he retired, Paul consulted his personal diary 
and family letters he wrote while serving in the Navy. He inte- 
grated other research to create “Weekend Warriors,” published 
this year by Sunflower University Press, Manhattan, Kansas. The 
work focuses on several Bay Area people who were called up in 
1950 and preparing to go to war. “The book traces their lives and 


talks about preparedness and the importance of the reserve 
squadrons,” states Paul. 

Paul’s squadron, F8-71, was called up in 1950 and based at the 
Naval Air Station, first in Oakland, then in Alameda. “There were 
three Naval carriers stationed off of Korea with 12 squadrons; ten 
of those units were reservists.” Reservists played an important 
role in the first year of the conflict, and throughout the war, says 
Paul. 

“Tm letting the Naval Reserve Squadron know about the 
book,” he says, members of which will meet this November in 
Honolulu for a reunion. 

The book traces what happened to the people he worked with 
during the war, and what happened to Korea. “The country is the 
same today as it was in 1953 when we left,” comments Paul. 
“With no peace treaty, Korea sits there like an open wound.” 

Those interested in purchasing “Weekend Warriors” can con- 
tact the publisher for information, 1-(800)-258-1232. 

Paul served in the U.S. Navy as an aviation storekeeper, 
earned a journalism degree at college, then worked in manufac- 
turing and became active in the labor movement. He returned to 
school to earn a degree in industrial relations and went into labor 
relations. 

“I never lost my dream to write,” he says. Now, his book will 
play a role documenting the history of the Korean War. 


(Have you ever wondered what happened to BART friends who have 
retired? Do you have a story for BARTalk? Let us hear from you. Please 
send any story ideas to Vicki Wills, BART Public Affairs, 800 Madison 
Street, Oakland, CA 94607.) D 
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MORE GREAT IDEAS 
BY BART EMPLOYEES 


ART employees help increase efficiency and save 

costs by presenting their ideas for improving, 

BART to the Employee Suggestion Program. 
They are duly rewarded for their proposals. Here are 
some recent awardees and their ideas: 


Steven Chan, 
Maintenance Worker III, Rolling Stock and Shops: 


Replacing supplies had previously been accomplished by a 
vendor restocking items that appeared to be low. Steven Chan 
recommended that the vendor ask employees which items 
were needed, to assure an adequate supply. Employees can 
now request items through the Shop Foreworker. This idea 
earned Steven an efficiency savings award of $150.00. 


Kenneth E. Nickless, 
Maintenance Worker III, Rolling Stock and Shops: 


The Plating Shop often required a larger turning head to plate 
larger jobs, such as bearing cartridges. Workers would impro- 
vise a tool by using the axle turning machine with fixtures 
bolted to an axle’s end. To resolve this unstable choice, Ken 
Nickless built a new head to carry out the large-size jobs. The 
new turning device provided more accurate plating, efficient 
production and safer operation, earning Ken a $2,000.00 effi- 
ciency /safety award. 


Robert A. Parker, 


Maintenance Worker III, Rolling Stock and Shops: 


Workers in the Truck Bay had to interrupt their work to locate 
safety wire, found in another area of the shop. Robert sug- 
gested installing a half-inch rod or pipe on the exiting tool 
board to hold wire so it would be readily available. His idea 
made it easier for workers to use the wire, earning him a 
$150.00 customer service award. 


Stephen C. Twigg, 


Maintenance Worker III, Rolling Stock and Shops: 


Stephen Twigg suggested marking all external controls, such 
as the parking brake release and HPO handle, with a brightly 
colored arrow to help workers find them in an emergency. 
This would improve passenger safety and overall scheduling. 
Stephen’s ideas improved emergency response, earning him a 
$150.00 safety award. 


Oi S. Yuen, 


Maintenance Worker III, Maintenance and Engineering: 


Oi Yuen recognized that installing a time-delay device to air 
conditioning units could prevent automatic restart or thermo- 
stat adjustment interruptions. Installing a time delay device 
helped protect air conditioning equipment from starting while 
under high head pressure, and added to the life of the equip- 
ment. Oi received a $150.00 efficiency savings award. 
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Marianne’s a Lucky Duck!! 


arianne McDaniel says she'll do anything for kids and 
animals. In August, she got a chance to do both. She 
entered the “Rubber Ducky Derby.” 

This annual fundraiser for Children’s Hospital in Oakland is a 
“race” between several thousand plastic yellow ducks, who are 
sent floating down the Oakland Estuary from Lake Merritt to 
Laney College. Each duck has a number printed on its bottom that 
matches the number on an entry form. Winning ducks are pulled 
out of the water randomly by celebrity judges and the human 
entrants win prizes. Proceeds benefit the specialized care pro- 
grams at Children’s Hospital. 

Marianne entered the August 17 race by filling out an entry 
form and “buying” a duck for $5.00. The Monday morning after 
the race she got a phone call from a race representative telling her 
that her duck came in sixth place, and she had won a bevy of 
prizes. 

“I listened to the voice mail message and I thought it was a 
joke,” said the material expeditor for BART’S Maintenance and 
Systems Engineering. “But then I called back and it was true!” 
Marianne won a “getaway package” to Jack London Square that 
included a night's stay at the Plaza Hotel, dinners at Scott's 
Seafood and Kincaid’s, lunch at Pescadore’s, gift certificates to 
book and yachting stores, t-shirts, tote bags, an apron and a food 
and wine gift basket. She gave the basket to her daughter, and 
made dinner plans with friends. 

But Marianne’s luck doesn’t end with her duck! She also 
recently won a pizza and video package at a Casino Night benefit 
for the Boy’s Club in El Sobrante. The El Cerrito resident said, 
“For awhile I was in a rut, then all this luck. What’s next?” 

Look out Lotto. Here comes Marianne. 


Bowl | ng continued from front page 


game/high series and the rest of the pot split 2/3 for first place 
and 1/3 for second place teams. 

Tournaments were held September 28 at Diablo Lanes in 
Concord and August 31 at Pleasant Hill Lanes, hosted respectively 
by BART Central and Concord Shop. 

A combined Richmond/ Hayward Yard team won the August 
tournament. Congrats to teammates James Bond, Beverly Carson, 
Dave Hood, David Freeman and Dick Jann for a team score of 
3,058. BART Central came in second with 2,995; hats off to team 
players Allison Browder, Keith Harrington, Johnnie Hicks, Cilene 
Peterson and Rob Ollivier. Cilene Peterson won high series for the 
women (545), while Rob Ollivier took high series for the men (695). 
The women’s high game went to Beverly Carson (174), while Ron 
Edwards took high game for the men (245). Concord Yard team 
came in with 2,864, while Oakland Shop tallied up 2,288. 

On September 28, a combined BART Central/Concord Yard 
team of Keith Harrigan, Rodney Smith, Dennis Wilkerson, Allison 
Browder and Rob Ollivier took first place, while the second place 
prize went to the combined Richmond Yard/ Hayward Yard 
(Fremont) team of Don Wells, Beverly Carson, Dick Jann, James 
Bonds and Dave Freeman. High game went to Dennis Wilkerson, 
while Rodney Smith took high series. 

Polish up your bowling ball and join in the fun! The next tour- 
ney is Saturday, October 26 at Pinole Valley Lanes in Pinole, host- 
ed by the Richmond Yard. Games begin at 3:00 p.m. For informa- 
tion or to sign up, please call Andy Williams, ext. 5153; Beverly 
Carson, ext. 4137; David Freeman, ext. 2345; Elly Divino, ext. 2659; 
Johnnie Hicks Jr., ext. 5453; Ron Edwards, ext. 2841; Pat Patubo, 
ext. 6726 or Allison Browder, ext. 4157. D 


Share the Commonwealth with Fellow BART Employees 


t takes common sense to achieve “common wealth.” Just ask 

members of the Common Wealth Investment Club, whose 

members have realizes a 40 percent growth rate on their port- 
folio since first forming in 1988. 

The club was rated 21 among 639 clubs by the National 
Association of Investors Corporation for realizing a 40.7 percent 
compounded growth rate on its investments, and outperforming 
the S&P 500 index rate by more than 400 percent. 

High stakes investors? No. Just average BART employees 
who formed an investment club to learn about the stock market, 
and pool resources to achieve beneficial returns for the group. 
Organizer Toni Wells says the club began in March 1988 with a 
group of women who wanted to learn and prosper. Today, the 
club has 12 members (women and men) and room for eight more. 

Club bylaws limit membership to 20 members and those 
interested must attend three meetings before joining. Monthly 
dues are $20, but members may pay more in to help catch up to 
the share level of other members. 

“This is a non-threatening environment where everyone is 
encouraged to learn about stocks and the stock market,” says 
Toni. “Each member has a chance to research a company and 
help educate the group.” Members must also help with the club’s 
business affairs. 


“We invest in a wide variety of companies,” she adds, 
“though we did set out to be ‘politically correct’ and not invest in 
companies that manufacture cigarettes or liquor.” 

CWIC’s portfolio of 15 holdings is currently valued at approx- 
imately $52,000, notes Toni. “Our newest member has seen her 
$280 investment increase more than 27 percent in one year.” The 
club’s June 1996 Valuation Statement showed the six remaining 
charter members with valuations ranging from $4,854 to $9,811, 
based on investments ranging from $2,000 to $4,200. 

The Common Wealth Investment Club meets the second 
Tuesday of every month at Noon at rotating locations. Meetings 
between July and December are held at IBB, 1330 Broadway, 
while January-to-June meetings are held either in the LMA or 
MSQ, 212 Ninth Street. 

Anyone interested in joining the Common Wealth Investment 
Club, or forming a new club, may attend a meeting or call any 
one of the club’s members: Toni Wells, ext. 6313; Starla 
Anderson, ext. 7121; Steve Buhler, 287-4836; Dick Chase, ext. 
6332; Hallie Gould, ext. 6348; Linda Lang, ext. 6316; Mischa 
Lorraine, ext. 6207; Corina Ninayahuar, ext. 6421; Joan Nomura, 
pas 6154; Barbara Oden, ext. 6273, or Mark Pfeiffer, ext. 6692. 


River Rescue Brings Father and Son Closer Together 


family rafting trip turned into a test of Courage when 
Antoine Golden saw two women fall from their raft. 

“We had just finished our rafting trip, and were waiting 
for the bus to take us back to our car,” Antoine recalls of the 
family trip to the Truckee River in June. “We heard yelling 
and looked out to the river.” The women, unable to negotiate 
the rapids and swim to safety, clung to rocks along the oppo- 
site edge of the river. 

“Several of us tried to wade out, but the current kept 
pulling us under,” recalls Antoine, a mechanical engineer in 
BART's Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Department. 
“Then my son, Encouse, got the idea to form a human chain.” 

Antoine led a group of five, followed by Encouse, 
Antoine’s brother-in-law, Donald Hanchett, who was visiting 
from Atlanta, and two others. The swift water was chest high 
as Antoine forced his way across the river, held tightly on the 
upper arm by his son. 

“Encouse is a strong kid,” Antoine says, “He lifts weights 
and is in good shape; he held me strong so I could have my 
hands free and concentrate on rescuing the ladies.” 

While the women wore life vests, “one lady appeared so 
distraught, we expected that she probably couldn’t swim,” 
said Antoine. When the rescue team got across the river, 
Antoine held out his hand and one-by-one led the women 
back across the river to safety. 

Once ashore and with adrenaline fading, all discovered a 
happy coincidence. Antoine and one of the women were 
neighbors. Vickie Resso of Pinole had been visiting the area 
with her three sisters, and they had decided to take the rafting 
trip. Later, she would recall the excursion to a local newspa- 
per reporter as fun, “but at the end there was a swifter rapid 
and it was wicked.” Resso also said the sister that fell from 


the raft with her “couldn’t breath, couldn't feel her legs ... she 
was just gasping.” 

When Resso and her sister reached safety, she hugged 
Antoine, saying “My God, who are you?” That’s when she 
found that Antoine was from Richmond and her daughter had 
attended elementary school with Antoine’s son, Encouse. 

“Since then, we've been to dinner together,” says Antoine, 
adding that he has enjoyed getting to know his neighbor. 

He is also proud of his son, who has just begun studies as a 
computer science major at Southern University in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. Antoine and Catherine Golden also have a 
daughter, Damia, who will graduate this December from UC 
Davis. 

When Antoine recalls the family outing to Tahoe, he will 
always remember the river rescue. “It helped bond Encouse 
and me closer together.” b 


BARTS ANNUAL EMPLOYEE 


Holiday Cratt Faire 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
BART's Employee Holiday Craft Faire is coming. The 
annual event will take place on Friday, December 6, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Plaza and first floor of LMA. 
The Faire features the work of BART employees, who 
have created a wide assortment of homemade crafts, 
ornaments, and food items.. © 
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RASH AND 
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Lots of Good Stuff! Fisher 3 pc stereo system 
includes: HX Pro-dbl cassette, studio 24 CD disc, A/V sur- 
round sound stereo, 2 yrs. old, excellent condition. $300/set; 
Off-white couch w/loose pillows, $150.00; Coffee & end 
tables, wood w/glass mirror, sold as set only, $250.00; 
Dresser & Armoire, blk. w/gold trim, $275. 00; Large oak 
entertainment center, holds everything. glass & accordion 
wood doors, solid 1 pe unit, $325.00. All items in excellent 
condition. Call 510/785-7395. 


Great Buy! EGA monitor & video card, $40.00; Citizen 
120D Dot Matrix Printer, $35.00. Call 510/828-4636 or ext. 
2518 before 4:30 p.m. 


Cheap! Cheap! Cheap! 3000 stall torque converter 
for turbo 350 automatic trans, $75; AMP, 170 watt, 2-channel 
Radio Shack, like new, $75; Speakers: 2- Kicker 10” bass, 2- 
2x6 tweeters, $50; 3- 15x7 white spoke wheels for Jeep or 
Ford pattern, $5.00 each. Call Steve at 510/625-7378. 


Great Condition! 1992 Kawasaki EX 500. Under 2500 
miles, with lower fairing. $3,000. 
Call Mike at ext. 4215/4216 before noon Mon-Fri. 


Must See to Appreciate! six-pc “L” shape, con- 
temporary tan sofa, two-end units are recliners, $375/obo. 
Call Art at ext. 7525 or 510/676-6225. 


For Rent - Lake Tahoe - “Cozy” 3 bdrm “A-Frame” 
cabin (sleeps 6) in forest setting & fully equip. 2-miles south 
of Tahoe City, 10 min. walk to private beach park w/boat 
docks, BBQ & table, grass and game area, panoramic views, 
nearby dining, shops, biking, walking trails, casinos and 
great skiing. $100/night, $575/week. (Photo book available) 
Call Dennis at ext. 2821 or 510/828-0744. 


Cabin For Rent Two blocks to private beach & horse 
area (paddle & row boats, slide off dock). Nearby lakes for 
boating, fishing and river rafting. Historic parks and caves 
nearby. Snow ski in winter. Fully equipped, sleeps 8. 

$150/ weekend, $50/ weekday, $300/week. 

Call Sue at ext. 2518 or 828-4636. 


Time to clean out those drawers, closets and garages! 
BARTalk’s Trash and Treasures column offers you an 
opportunity to pick up some extra cash for those unwanted 
items you no longer need. Send your ads—no telephone 
calls—to Trash & Treasures, BARTalk, LMA-1; E-mail to 
VWills; or Fax to 464-7103. 


Seuttie® 


Stan Barras Promoted 


tanley G. Barras has been promoted to Senior Real 
Ges Officer in the Right of Way Division, Real Estate 

Services, announced Rick Jones, division manager. In 
his new position, Stan is responsible for rental/lease accounts 
and lease acquisitions, and revamping the land lease pro- 
gram to maximize the potential of rentable BART property. 
“Stan brings more than 30 years in property management 
and real estate to his new job,” notes Rick Jones, including 15 
years at BART and as a real estate broker for the American 
Automobile Association. BART rents property out for “every- 
thing from a model airplane club to grazing animals, to 
midget auto racing and storage to parking lots,” Rick says. 
“Stan will look at revamping those leases to create the best 
deal for BART, bringing leases on line and unifying our 
approach to result in a predictable revenue stream.” 


Sylvia Murray is new Safety Specialist 


ylvia Murray has joined BART as an Safety Specialist in 

the Employee /Patron Safety Division of the System 

Safety Department, announced Dick Pasini, safety 
administrator. As a professional industrial hygienist, Sylvia 
will be responsible for analyzing work environments for pol- 
lutants, testing for contaminants, liaison with safety and 
health agencies, inspecting facilities, regulatory compliance 
and employee training. She previously served Cal-OSHA as 
an enforcement officer for nine years. Welcome, Sylvia. 


Daniel Chui wins scholarship 


ommunity Service Assistant Daniel Chui has been 

awarded a $750.00 scholarship by the Northern 

California Asian Peace Officers Association, 
announced Harold Taylor, BART Chief of Police. He received 
the second place recognition following a written exercise, 
panel review and a review of his community service record, 
academic achievement and financial condition. Daniel 
becomes the second BART Police employee to receive a 
NCAPOA scholarship. In 1988, first place honors went to 
then-cadet Edward Tracey, who is now an Oakland police 
officer. D 
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